
 Kentucky Road Riders 

Chapter G 
March 2024 

 “FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE” 

Webmaster note: All chapter events will now be listed on the Event Calendar 
2024, with details on the appropriate tabs (Ride, Social, Camping). 

NEXT GET-TOGETHER:  Tuesday 3/12/24 — American Legion, Post 4, 8355 US-42, Florence, KY 

41042. Christmas Social gathering 6pm, bring your dinner. Meeting at 7pm.  

Welcome to the Northern Kentucky Road Riders, “The G”, a local chapter of Wing’D Riders, 
located in Northern Kentucky (Florence). We are a group of like-minded motorcyclists who 
gather to ride! We welcome all brands of motorcycles.  

HAPPY 37th BIRTHDAY CHAPTER G!  Come out and celebrate 37 years of the “G” 

at our March gathering. Of course, there will be cake! 



We held our annual game night on February 17th. Thanks again to the Heil’s for hosting this event.  Lots of 

soup, appetizers and dessert were provided by Chapter G’s members.  Great time was had by all. 
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We’ve made it to March and April will be just around the bend.  And we all know what April 

brings….no, not rain…ICE CREAM!!!  That’s right folks.  We are just a few weeks away from Ice 

Cream season; I mean riding season.  The days will continue to get longer and warmer and we will 

once again be out enjoying the backroads on our bikes, trikes, and even four wheelers.  It will be so 

nice to get back out and enjoy the freedom of the road.   

Steve and Lesley have planned a wonderful year of riding for us with some new and exciting desti-

nations.  So, if you haven’t checked out the new ride schedule yet, make sure to do so.  Get those 

dates on your calendar so that you won’t miss out on any of the fun.  In addition, this year there 

will be a pre-season day trip up to the Iron Pony in Westerville, Ohio.  If you’ve never been, the 

sheer size of the place will just blow you away.  They have some of everything for the sport of mo-

torcycling, from gear, accessories, and a ton of bikes, trikes, and novelty motorsports.  They have 

everything you need to prepare for a fun and enjoyable riding season.   

On the schedule, you find something for everyone with long rides, short rides, weekend rides, and 

if you can’t decide or find one that fits your time slot, you can always hop on BAND and find friends 

to join you on an impromptu ride.  Lesley also has a list of suggestions for these day rides just in 

case you want to go but don’t know what direction to head.  They really have thought of every-

thing.   

We are working on a good date for Tech Day early in the season as well, so we can get together 

and knock out those last-minute maintenance items before we hit the roads for a safe year.  So, 

look over your bikes and see what needs to be done, get the needed parts and we will get a date 

out to you soon.  And remember, if your bike is good to go, you can still come out and enjoy the 

day with a classic G potluck, great friends, and good conversation.   

So keep that hat, coat, and boots near the door for a few more weeks, then you can swap them 

out for a helmet, riding jacket, and bike boots.  It will be here before we know it…just hang on a 

little longer.   

 

Stay safe and HAVE FUN!!! 
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We had a huge turnout for our February gathering. Congratulations to all those who won awards for 

2023.  Check out the winners in the Awards Coordinator’s report.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those of you who were not at the February gathering, our Ride Coordinators presented the 2024 

ride schedule.  There are a lot of great rides scheduled for this year. Thanks Lesley & Steve for doing 

a fantastic job. John and I  are hoping to participate in many of these.   

Can you believe we are in March and riding season officially starts next month? Be sure to get your 

ride serviced and ready for the road.   

Things to remember to do: 

• Don’t forget to Spring forward at 2am March 10th.   

• Sign ups are available for the Ride-in, the Blast and the Wing’d Rally.   

• As always, check the calendar on our website for events for the month so you can plan your cal-

endar. 

•  Also, be sure to check out the Kentucky Road Rider website for State events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Gathering 
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Hi Chapter G, 
 
Congratulations to our winners from the Tuesday, February 13th Chapter Get Together!!  Robbie 
Feldkamp won the $10 “Membership” Draw this month.  Rick Cridlin won 1st place for $42, Charlie 
Hobbs won 2nd place for $26, and Jeff Hinkle won 3rd place for $17. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the February Gathering.    
 
Also, we want to thank Dean Hedger & Jack Redd who did a great job selling our 50/30/20 tickets.  
If it was not for Dean & Jack selling tickets this month and our wonderful members and guests pur-
chasing our 50/30/20 tickets, we would not have the opportunity to do the fun events that we do 
each year. 
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 Hello “G” Friends, 

There is always so much to do with our wonderful Chapter G - whether you are on 2, 3, or 4 wheels 

– there is something for everyone throughout the year.  Thank you to our wonderful coordinators, 

Steve, and Lesley, who have released the 2024 Chapter G rides and we are going to have a great 

riding/dinner ride and special events all year long. 

Never hesitate to invite riders of all types of motorcycles as well as 4 wheels to join Chapter G and 

Wing’d Riders. 

Please contact us if any of your contact information has changed—we do not want you to miss any-

thing.  Also, if we are missing your birthday or wedding anniversary dates, please let us know so 

you can be recognized—we will ensure the information is passed on to Rena Hobbs.  If you have 

any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
 
 
Jerry & Luanne Williams 
Chapter G Membership Enhancement Coordinators 
jerryandluanne@gmail.com 
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At the February Meeting the 2023 Attendance and Mileage Awards were presented. Chapter G 

hosted 119 events during the past year. The awards went to Mary Eicher who attended 76 events, 

Kim Pommier with 67 events and Ron Harper with 66 events.  

 

 

 

 

Twenty-five members participated in the mileage contest. Two extra categories, the 10 K Club and 

the top female rider were added to the mileage awards. The first members to enter the10 K club 

were Rick Cridlin with 17,796 miles, Randy Pommier with 12,117 miles and Stephen Poat with 

10,100 miles.   

 

 

 

 

Steve Centner led the rest of the riders with 8,688 miles followed by Steve Holder with 5,790 

miles and Charlie Hobbs with 5,340 miles.  

 

 

 

 

Donita Nardi led the women with 3,358 miles. In total the group rode 107,808 miles. Tom Reilly 

was the average rider with 1,387 miles.  

 

 

 

 

Charlie Thornton won the SWAG Award with a guess of 106,542. 

There will be numerous opportunities to ride and attend various 

functions during the year, so come join in the fun.  
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Throughout my whole life I have been told over and over to go faster, hurry up, or just get it done.  
When I got my first job with taxable income in 1984, one of the first criticisms I received was be-
cause I was trying to go fast.  “The faster you go, the further you get behind” I was told, and yet it 
was also made clear to me that the time it took me to make pizzas during the dinner rush was no-
where near fast enough.  Sometime around 2010, I was informed by my supervisor that if I never 
made any mistakes, I would never get behind in my daily work.  But, he continued, you make mis-
takes when you hurry.  Even outside of work, the little voice in my head would tell me to rake 
those leaves faster to leave enough time to clean up, eat dinner, do the dishes, catch my favorite 
show, and still get to bed on time.  I would start out sweeping the lawn just as fast as I possibly 
could to get the area clear of leaves.  But every time I started fast, I would find myself perspiring 
and breathing heavily, I would get anxious to finish, and my energy level would be sapped in no 
time. 

All these life experiences keep replaying in the back of my head.  Until there is an epiphany, like 
the feeling you get during the last two or three moves completing a Rubik’s cube.  After working 
and working, trying countless combinations of moves, you can see you have the solution, and you 
complete the puzzle with every piece in place. This exact thing happened on the way back from 
the Virginia Rally.  I am not exactly sure where or when, but it happened.  And I realized that rid-
ing a motorcycle well is very much like working well.  You must slow down to go faster. 

When you “slow down to speed up,” you allow yourself to take a steadier pace in exchange for a 
greater degree of control and focus over your work as a whole.  The first set of twisties we came 
to on the ride home was a perfect place to test this idea.  So, I slowed down.  I worked to develop 
a rhythm of checking the GPS for the road ahead, checking the road signs, checking my speed, 
checking the road surface, and checking on my friends in the group behind me. I repeated this 
process over and over, turn after turn.  I found that although I had started at a slower speed, I was 
getting down the road faster, more comfortably, and with less stress.  Slowing down allows me to 
concentrate on everything I have learned in the Advanced Riders Course.  I tried this when raking 
leaves. I set myself into a steady rhythm and focused on moving the rake one swipe at a time, 
steady and methodical.  I found I can clear more lawn in less time with less fatigue, with plenty of 
energy remaining to move all the piles of leaves off of the lawn and into the woods. 

Trying to work faster and faster ultimately will result in cut corners, missed details and lower qual-
ity, which often results in having to go back and redo what was done wrong the first time, lower-
ing productivity.  Focusing on only riding as fast as possible may result in data overload for many 
riders.  To compensate, greater physicality is required, resulting in fatigue occurring early in the 
ride.  More targets arriving faster increases stress and the likelihood of missing one or more.  
Missed targets may result in undesirable consequences, for which there is 
no do-over, and have a devastating effect on productivity. 
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Chapter G would like to wish a very Happy Birthday and a Happy Anniversary to our members who 

are celebrating in the month of March. If you have a birthday or anniversary in March that I have 

missed, please contact me so I can update my roster. 

Pete H.    

Kim P.    

Rick A. 

Charlie H. 

Kim A.      Ray & Kathy Conrad  

       

If you have any information, for anyone who is sick or passed away that needs to be forwarded to our 

Chapter G family, please contact me at: social@chapterg.org or call me at (859) 534-1018 . 
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It is definitely time to make 
camping reservations and we 
have some trips scheduled for 
you!  These trips are for those 
that like to RIDE....stay in a 
lodge, a hotel or their camp-
er.  Below is the camping sched-
uled for 2024 
 
April 30 - May 3 - Kentucky 
Dam Village State Park - Gil-
bertsville, KY.  We are on 
campsite #12.  Hotel rooms 
start at $120 per night.  Cot-
tages start at $145 per 
night.  (888) 493-4586.  We will 
be visiting Chapter Y in Mayfield 
on May 2nd.   
 
May 30 - Jun 2 - John James 
Audubon Campground - Hen-
derson KY.  We are on campsite 
#35.  You can also visit 

the kyroadriders.org for hotel 
information.  A block of rooms 
are reserved at the Holiday Inn 
Express.  Mention KY Road Rid-
ers to secure the block rate. 
 
July 18 - 21 - Jenny Wiley State 
Park Campground  - Pres-
tonsburg, KY.  We are on 
campsite #C082.  There is also a 
lodge at Jenny Wiley (606) 889-
1790.  Rooms start at $115.00 
per night.  We will also be visit-
ing Chapter T on Saturday July 
20th.   
 
August 22 - 25 - General Butler 
State Park Campground - Car-
rollton, KY.  We are on campsite 
#48.  There is a lodge and cabins 
are available.  Rooms at the 
lodge start at $127.54 per night 
and 1 bedroom cabins start at 

$149.54 per night.  There are 
also 2 and 3 bedroom cabins 
available.  This trip aligns with a 
G ride for lunch at Two Rivers 
Restaurant at General Butler.   
 
Should you choose to join us 
please let us know.  We want to 
include you in the coordination 
of the trip and meals.   
 

Happy Riders + Happy Campers 
= Happy Members! 

http://kyroadriders.org/
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The 2024 ride schedule was briefly introduced at the February meeting, and can be found on the 

website if you click the tab Ride Schedule 2024 . The planned routes will be added as we work on 

each upcoming ride. If you have any suggestions for a specific route, please Email: ridecoordina-

tor@chapterg.org or text 513.967.2645. 

The first rides, starting in April will be closer to home due to potential wet &/or colder weather in 

April. We thought this prudent.  

April 6th starts us off with a trip to the Iron Pony store in Columbus. If you haven’t been there, 

just imagine a store the size of Target but full of all things motorcycle . The store now also has 

mini showrooms for most brands of motorcycles (e.g. Indian, Kawasaki etc.). Boots, shoes, cloth-

ing, helmets, communication devices, luggage, bike cleaning and maintenance items and so much 

more. Get both you and your bike ready for ride for 2024!! 

April 13th is a ride to local favorite Jewells on Main Restaurant.   

April 27th a ride to Biancke’s Restaurant in Cynthia, KY, who are celebrating their 130th anniver-

sary this year. 

Lastly, we would like to thank those of you have provided us with ride suggestions, either on the 

form, via email or text or in person!  Please keep them coming so we can look at them and keep a 

list for future rides! 

More information will be provided at the March meeting. Hope to see you there and on some of 

the rides this year. 

Steve & Lesley 

Ride Coordinators 

“No Road is Too Long if You Have Good Company!” 

https://chapterg.org/ride-schedule-2024/
mailto:ridecoordinator@chapterg.org
mailto:ridecoordinator@chapterg.org
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March 2024 
• 6th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Richwood, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 9th — Lunch Ride — Duckpin Bowling— 

• 12th — Chapter Get-together Gathering—American 

Legion Post 4, US 42, Florence, KY. Social Gathering 

6pm , bring your dinner and join us, Meeting at 7pm 

• 13th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Hebron, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 20th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Wilder, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 20th—Movie Night — 6:30pm—Shawshank Redemp-

tion. $5.50 each. Purchase on theater website (Wilder 

Regal ). Some have seats in Row D. 

• 26th—Coordinator’s Meeting—Luna’s Florence. Eat at 

6pm. Meet at 7pm. 

• 27th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Richwood, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

April 2024 
• 3rd— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Hebron, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 6th—Iron Pony—Columbus, OH (Motorcycle Retail 

Superstore) 

• 9th — Chapter Get-together Gathering—American 

Legion Post 4, US 42, Florence, KY. Social Gathering 

6pm , bring your dinner and join us, Meeting at 7pm 

• 10th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Wilder, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 13th — Lunch Ride — Jewells On Main Street 

• 17th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Richwood, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 20th — Tech Day 10am—? — Ron Harper will host 

Tech day. Get your bike ready for the riding season. 

Lunch at Noon. Sign up to bring a dessert or side.   

• 24th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Hebron, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 27th— Lunch Ride—Biancke’s Restaurant, 102 S Main 

St., Cynthiana, KY 

• 30th—Coordinator’s Meeting—Luna’s Florence. Eat at 

6pm. Meet at 7pm. 

• 30th—May 3rd—Kentucky Dam Village State Park. See 

info on Camping Coordinators Page.  

May 2024 
• 1st— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Wilder, KY. Come early 

to eat before Bingo! 

• 8th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Richwood, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 11th  - Lunch Ride—4 Speed on 50 Diner & Car Muse-

um,  Lawrenceburg, IN 

• 14th — Chapter Get-together Gathering—American 

Legion Post 4, US 42, Florence, KY. Social Gathering 

6pm , bring your dinner and join us, Meeting at 7pm 

• 15th— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Hebron, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 18th— Lunch Ride—Claudia Sanders 

• 22nd— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Wilder, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 28th—Coordinator’s Meeting—Luna’s Florence. Eat at 

6pm. Meet at 7pm. 

• 29nd— Bingo—7pm—Longnecks, Richwood, KY. Come 

early to eat before Bingo! 

• 30th—Jun 2nd—John James Audubon Campground -

See info on Camping Coordinators Page. 

• 31st—June 1st—Ride-IN—Chapter K Henderson, KY. 

See detail at kyroadriders.org 

 
 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/
http://chapterg.org/ride-schedule/
mailto:ridecoordinator@chapterg.org
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The Traveling Plaque promotes  visitation between chapters. Each chapter has a chance to 

capture the plaque by attending the chapter meeting of the chapter who currently holds the 

plaque.  Points are given at each meeting that your chapter attends. At the end of the year, at 

the KY Blast, the chapter with the most points, is awarded the plaque.  

Check on KY District site for updated information on meetings. 
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Chapter A—Louisville 

Meets the 2nd Saturday 
Roosters, 10430 Shelbyville Road #7 
Louisville, KY 40065 
Eat at 11:00 am—Meet at 12:00pm 

 

Chapter C—Lexington 

Meets the 3rd Saturday 
Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd. 
Lexington, KY 40509 
Eat at 11:00am—Meet at 12:00pm 
 

 

Chapter G — Northern KY 

Meets 2nd Tuesday (NEW DATE) 
American Legion Post 4 
8385 US Hwy 42 
Florence, KY 41042 
6:00pm Bring  your own dinner to eat and socialize—Meet 
at 7:00pm 

 

Chapter K—Henderson 

Meets 1st Saturday (NEW DATE) 
Echo Lanes 
1698 Second St. 
Henderson, KY 42420 
Meet at 11:30am (CT)— Eat at 12:00pm (CT) 

 

Chapter S — Elizabethtown 

Meets 1st or 2nd Sunday (check State Calendar) 
Shoney’s 
1046 Executive Dr. 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701 
Eat at 4:00pm—Meet at 5:00pm 

 

Chapter T — Paintsville 

Meets 3rd Saturday  
Giovanni’s Pizza 
261 Court St., 
Paintsville, KY 
Eat at 5:00pm—Meet at 6:00pm 

 

Chapter Y—Mayfield 

Meets 1st Thursday 
Majestic Family Restaurant 
700 S 6th St 
Mayfield, KY 42066 
Eat at 6:00pm—Meet 7:00 (CT) 

https://www.gwrraky.com/our-chapters/
https://chaptera.org/
http://www.kybluegrasswings.org/
http://www.chapterg.org/page2.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2735458413238794
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213677512002198
https://www.kyroadriders.org/events-calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/Gwrra-Chapter-KY-T-Big-Sandy-Wings-128027183940433
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapterygwrra
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 If you have item (s) for sale, that you would like to include in the newsletter, please send me a pic-

ture, price and info.  

 

We continue to  acknowledge a “G” member each month in the newsletter in the Spotlight.  This 

acknowledgement can be about a recent accomplishment, graduation, course completed, etc.  

Please send the information and be sure to include pictures. Any article and pictures need to be 

sent by the 20th of the month.   

 

This newsletter is published to keep our members informed about Chapter G.  If there is anything 

you wish to see in the newsletter, that is currently not appearing, please let me know and we will 

take it into consideration.   

 

It’s not to early to sign-up for the 2024 Sponsorship of the newsletter, just $10 for a month.  This 

payment goes towards paying our website fees.  Submit your article by the 20th of the month prior 

to your sponsor month.   Still looking for sponsors for April, May, July, August, & September. 

 

 
 

 

 

FR
O

M
 T

H
E 

ED
IT

O
R

  
W

in
g’

d
 R

id
e

r 
N

ew
s 

Click here for the latest updates released from John Lazzeroni, Wing’d Rider President.   

Not a member? Join online here! 

Be sure to register for the Wing’d Rally—June 26th—June 29th   

 

Want to purchase Wing’d Apparel?  Click here to visit their website. They have hats, shirts, pins and patches. 

They have both 4” and 10” patches for Charter Member and Elite Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wingdrider.com/wingd-rider-update-presidents-message-8/
https://wingdrider.com/memberships/
https://wingdrider.com/wingd-rider-rally-2024/
https://wingdrider.com/shop/
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Looking for a Road Course, you can sign-up on their website. Here’s the link. 
 
Be sure to check out their website for updated information. 
RPM Academy 
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Medic First Aid Course—March 

23rd 10am—2:30pm — Main 

Library in Burlington, Meeting 

Room B. Bring a snack or lunch. 

We will take a 30 minute break.  

Room still available. Contact 

Leah if you would like to attend 

the class. 

Ride-In—May 31st—June 1st— 

Hosted by Chapter K. 1040 Mar-

ket St., Henderson, KY 42420. 

Registration $25/person Wing’D 

rider Members. $30/person non-

member. More information on 

the State website. Registration 

form can be found on pg.20. 

Hampton: https://
www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-
event/wing-d-riders-ky-blast/ 

Holiday: https://

www.hiexpress.com/redirect?

path=hd&brandCode=EX&locale

Code=en&regionCode=1&hotelC

ode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505

&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite

=true  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rpm-academy.square.site/
https://rpmacademy.net/
https://www.kyroadriders.org/
https://www.kyroadriders.org/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/wing-d-riders-ky-blast/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/wing-d-riders-ky-blast/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/wing-d-riders-ky-blast/
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=DVVEX&_PMID=99801505&GPC=WRD&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://rpmacademy.net/
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This year the Couple & Individual  of the Year—(COY) - (IOY) raffle is a Bronze Patio Heater with 

LED table. Tickets are $2.00 a piece and all proceeds go to the Couple & Individual of the Year 

program. 

Please be sure to see our COY ( Steve and Lesley) and/or IOY (Ron) for tickets.   

The drawing will be held at the KY Blast in August.  If you are not present, someone will 

transport the heater to you.  
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Steve & Lesley  Ron 
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Wind Wings (Lower) 

For any Gold Wing 2001-2010 

Windwings.net price: $109.00. 

Keiter price: $40! 

Contact John Keiter: 859-640-2704 

Email: jbkeiter@gmail.com 

2pc Belly Pan 

For any Gold Wing gl1800 

Wingstuff.com price: $44.99. 

Keiter price: $25! 

Contact John Keiter: 859-640-2704 

Email: jbkeiter@gmail.com 
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1993 Honda Goldwing 

New Tires, new brakes. 

Price: $4,500 or best offer 

Contact : 859-537-0974 

 NEW ORAGUARD 

Stone Guard Film use to protect bike 

fenders. Never used.  

$75.00 

Pete Heiss 

Ph: 859-250-6169 

Email: pheiss3219@aol.com 
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You can find us on the web at:  

chapterg.org 

Be sure to join our Facebook group. 

KY-G Northern Kentucky Chapter G 

http://chapterg.org/
https://www.facebook.com/chapterg
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THE BLAST SHIRT—PEACE, LOVE AND MOTORCYCLES 

Check out The Blast shirt! It’s awesome! This shirt will be available in a t-shirt, V-neck and long sleeve.   

Order forms will be available once the final design is complete.   

Keep an eye out for Leah’s post to order your shirt(s). 
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Origin of St. Patrick’s  Day 

Legend says St. Patrick was actually born Maewyn Succat, but that he changed his name to 
Patricius (or Patrick), which derives from the Latin term for “father figure,” after he became a 
priest. And that supposed luck of his is the root of all the themed merchandise for modern St. Pat-
rick’s Day.  

It wasn’t until the early 18th century that many of today’s traditions were kicked into high gear. 
Since the holiday falls during Lent, it provides Christians a day off from the prescriptions of absti-
nence leading up to Easter, and around the 1720s, the church found it “got kind of out of con-
trol,” Casey says. It was to remind celebrants what the holiday actually stood for that the church 
first associated a botanical item—customary for all saints—with St. Patrick, assigning him the 
symbol of the likewise lucky shamrock.  

Modern-day celebrations and themes continued to take shape during the rest of the 1700s. In 
1762, the first New York City parade took place. It wasn’t until 1798, the year of the Irish Rebel-
lion, that the color green became officially associated with the day, Casey says. Up until the rebel-
lion, the color associated with St. Patrick was blue, as it was featured both in the royal court and 
on ancient Irish flags. But as the British wore red, the Irish chose to wear green, and they sang the 
song “The Wearing of the Green” during the rebellion, cementing the color’s relevance in Irish 
history.  

As for the green beer, that’s an even later addition. In fact, it wasn’t until the late 20th century 
that Ireland repealed a law that initially kept everything—pubs included—shut down for the day. 
Since then, thanks to a marketing push from Budweiser in the 1980s, downing beer has become a 
common way to celebrate, regardless of how closely it’s tied to the actually meaning of St. Patrick 
himself.  

Info from: St. Patrick's Day and the True Story of Saint Patrick | TIME  

WHY EASTER SUNDAY IS A DIFFERENT  EACH YEAR 

The date of Easter changes each year because it is based on the lunar cycle. Easter Sunday always 
falls on the Sunday after the first full moon following the Spring equinox in March. 

We now use the solar, Gregorian calendar rather than a lunar one, which means the full moon 
occurs on different dates each year, and therefore so does Easter – it can be any date between 22 
March and 25 April. 

Info from  Why does Easter change? How different dates are calculated each year and when Easter Sunday is in 

2023 (inews.co.uk)  

https://time.com/4261456/st-patrick-day-2016-history-real-saint/
https://inews.co.uk/light-relief/easter-why-change-different-dates-when-2023-sunday-2261915
https://inews.co.uk/light-relief/easter-why-change-different-dates-when-2023-sunday-2261915

